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ADMIRAL BTNG 


Held on Board his Majeſty's Ship St. George, in 
Portſmouth Harbour; begun December 27, 
1756, and continued till Fanuary 27, 1757. 


CONTAINING 4 
A Summary of the Evidence as delivered each Day in 
Court, methodically digeſted, and the Proofs and 
Arguments as well tor as againſt him, fairly and im- 


partially ftated. 
Ta which is added, 


An Explanation of the Signals made by the Commander 

in Chief in an. N Likewiſe the two Letters of 
M. Vorl rAlRR, and Marſhal D. RiaglLiIzu, to Mr. 
By ns. | 


With general OBSERVATIO NS on the whole. 


L O N Þ © N: 
printed for H. Owen, at the Britannia Printing-Oſſico 
in White Friers, Fleet-Street, 1757: 
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ADMIRAL BTNVG. 


HE Summer of the Vear 17 56, 
will be ever memorable for the 
Loſſes and Diſgraces we ſuffered 
in the Mediterranean. The Lois 
of Minorca without the leaſt At- 
tempt for its Relief, and the Loſs 
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ſequences of which are ſenſibly felt as well in the 
Diſreputation brought on the Britiſb Arms, as in 
th: vaſt Detriment to our Commerce in that Part 
of the World. But to whom theſe Misfortunes 
and Miſcarriages ought to be imputed, 1s the great 
Queſtion which for theſe fix Months paſt, has 
been the general Topic of Converſation, and raiſed 
ſuch a Spirit throughout the Kingdom, as evidently 
ſhewed how dearly the Glory of their King and 
Country is prized by all True Britens. Some have 
laid the Blame on the Miniſtry, in delaying too 
long 


— 


* 4 — 40v > o + > 
"oo 2 2 
- * 
— 
—_ 


4 nw 
1 

8 5 Iz <4 

S 


„K ob ant ea ALS 2 — a a 
ee OE ns Sr 8 2 
— 


——ů one 1 * aw 


2 or maT YL oa Le 
> 
— 


—— — 


— | 
no een art nant rugs © ww & © 


2 ab cs 
wi —— 
— 
2 * 


R -> . 
— — 
2 4 # jo, . — 


. : 
. - 899 
8 
— . * — — — 


a: as 12,447 — — o 
Ro Saf 29% wv x» 
r 


067 

long the ſending Succours for the Relief of ſo im- 
portant a Place, and the Incompetency of 1hoſe 
Succours, when ſent, for accompliſhing a Buſineſs 
in which the Intereſt of the Nation in general was 
ſo nearly concerned. Others again were no leſs 
warm in their Cenſutes of Admiral Byng, and im- 
pute the whole Miſcarriage to his Neglect, Cowar- 
dice, or Miſconduct, And as the Admiral was 
the immediate Inſtrument employed in this great 
Affair, the general Voice was loud in demanding 
juſtice upon him, as if to his Miſmanagement 
alone this irreparable Misfortune ought to be attri- 
buted. And the Letter which he wrote to the Ad- 
miralty, giving an Account of his Engagement 
with the French Fleet, as inſerted in the Gazette, 
inſtead of allaying the Clamour, ſer ved only to in- 
creaſe the general Indignation of the Public againſt 
him. The Admiral, however, to vindicate his 
own Conduct, and to ſtop the Torrent of Calum- 
ny, which came pouring upon him from every 
Quarter, thought proper to publiſh ſome Pam- 
phlets, wherein he affirms that the Letter pub- 
| liſhed in the Gazerte, as coming from him, was 
ſo altered, mutilated and curtailed, by thoſe who 
conveyed it to the Preſs, that a quite different Turn 
was given to his true Senſe and Meaning, witha 
Deſign, as he ſuppoſes, to bring upon him the Re- 
ſentment of his King and Country, and the gene- 
ral Odium for the Loſs of Minorca ; which, he 
ſays, ought rather to be attributed to thoſe who had 
the Direction of the Expedition, than to him who 
was only employed as an Inſtrument in the Exe- 
cution of it. But wether the Admiral was defi- 
cient 


C41 
cient in his Duty or not, yet I think, to ſpeak im- 
partially, his Letter ought to have been given to 
the Publick in his own identical Words, 
only he could be anſwerable, and the doing other- 
wiſe, was certainly inconſiſtent with that Honour 
and Juſtice which is due to an Officer of ſuch 
Diſtinction, whether guilty or innocent of the 
Crime laid to his Charge, ſince, at that Time, it 


was the only authentic Information the Public k 
could have of ſuch an important Tranſaction, of 


which he was the ſole Manager. 

Upon Receipt of the Admiral's Letter, and 
other Advices from the Mediterranean, that the 
Garriſon at Fort St. Philip's had not been relieved, 
and was in the utmoſt Danger of falling into the 
Hands of the Enemy, 
fit to ſend out another Squadron, under the Com- 
mand of Sir Edward Hawke, 


Admirals and Officers, and to enquire into the 
Cauſes of the ill Succeſs of that Expedition. Sir 
Edward, purſuant to his Inſtructions, when he 
came to Gibraltar, and had got what Intelligence 
he could by Enquiry, delivered to Admiral Byng, 
the Order for his Suſpenſion, and ſent him home 
Priſoner in the Antelope. 

On the Admiral's Arrival at Portſmouth, an Or- 
der was ſent to Admiral Ofborn to put him under 
Arreſt, and for his Removal to London ; but he 


was not got far on his Way, before his Guard were 


met by a Meſſenger from the Admiralty, with an 
Order to convey him back again to the Ship. In 
a few Days after, 


A-2 Guards 


for which 


the Government thought 


with a Commiſion. 
to examine into the Conduct and Behaviour of the 


a ſtrong Detachment of the 
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Guards brought him away, and lodged him in the 
Houſe of the Governor of Greenwich Hoſpital, 
where he was ſtrictly confined, under a ſtrong 


___ Guard, till the Time of his Trial. - 


As ſoon as the Admiral was made acquainted 
with the Nature of the Charge againſt him, as 
contained in the Warrant of the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty to their Marſhal, he writes to Mr. Cleve- 
land, their Lordſhip's Secretary, deſiring the Li- 
berty of ſending for ſuch a Number of Witneſſes as 
he judged neceſſary for his Defence, and gave a 
Liſt of Thirty-ſeven, with their Names; ; which 
their Lordſhips complied with. This Letter was 
dated Auguſt 4, and he was further told by the 
Secretary, that they would be ſent for Home in 
the Colcheſter. The Admiral, however, about 
a Month afterwards, September 6, deſires, in a 
Letter to the Secretary, Permiſſion of their Lord- 
ſhips, to ſend for another Set of Witneſſes from the 
Fleet, to the Number of Thirty-one. But their 
Lordſhips conſidering how detrimental to the pub- 
lick Service, the Abſence of ſuch a Number of 

Officers from their Duty might be, and imagining 
that Mr. Byng's Deſign was only to gain Time 
and delay his Trial, did not think fit to comply 
with his Requeſt; and acquainted him, that as 
ſoon as the Witneſſes already ſent for ſhould come 
over, they intended to bring on his Trial, which 
they ſaw no Reaſon to poſtpone any longer. 

The Witneſſes being all arrived and in Readi- 
neſs, the Trial was appointed to come on on Mon- 
day, December 27, on Board the &. George, lying 
in Portſmouth Harbour. 

R December 


(21 
December 23, the Admiral arrived at Portſmouth 
in a Coach and Six, guarded by a Party of fifty 
Horſe, and went directly to Mr. Hutchins's, Boat- 
ſwain of the Dock-yard, where a Marine Guard 
mounted every Day. | 
Monday, December 27. A Jack in the Mizen 
Shrouds was hoiſted on Board the St. George as a 
Signal for a Court Martial; about nine a Gun fired 
for all Captains in the Harbour to come on Board; 
the Commiſſion was read, and the Members of the 
Court were ſworn ; which was all that was done 
this Day; and then adjourn'd till next Morning 
nine o'Clock, The Court conſiſted of the fol- 

lowing Members, viv. 3 

ADMIRAL * 

PRESI DEN 1 
Thomas Smith, Eſq; Vice Admiral of the Red, 

Thomas Holbourne, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Red. 
Harry Norris, Elq; Rear Admiral of the White. 
Thomas Broderick, Eſq; Rear Admiral of the Blue. 
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Charles Holmes, PO: Francis Geary, { 
William Boys, & Fobn Moore, [Wo 

obn Simcoe, 5 Fames Douglas, Ti 
Fohn Bentley, > Hon. Auguſius Keppel. 5 
Peter Denis, 1 


Five Hours were appointed for their ſitting each * 
Day; but none of them allowed to go aſhore till! 
the Trial ſhould be finiſhed ; but Mr. Byng and his 
Witneſſes might come aſhore every Night, if they 
thought fit. The Court was order'd to be open, and | 
free Admittance given to every Body who had the 9 
Curioſity to hear the Trial, which occafion'd a nus= 
merous Concourſe of People on Board every Day. 
AllThings being in Order, and the Witneſſes ready, 
the Charge was open'd, which was to this Effect, 


« THAT 


(8) 

e T HAT he, John Byng, Eſq; Admiral 
* of the Blue Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet in 
* the Mediterranean, during the Engagement of 
« his Majeſty's ſaid Fleet, and the Fleet of the 
French King, on the 2oth of May laſt, did 
*« withdraw, or keep back, and did not do his 
< utmoſt to take, ſeize and deſtroy the Ships of 
te the French King, which it was is Duty to have 
e engaged, and to afliſt ſuch of his Majeſty's 
Ships as were engaged in Fight with the French 
Ships, which it was his Duty to have aſſiſted ; 

ce and for that he the ſaid John Byng did not do 
his utmoſt to relieve St. Philips Caſtle, in his 
« Majeſt's Iſland of Minorca, then beſieged by 
e the Forces of the French King; but acted con- 
e trary to, and in Breach of his Inſtructions given 
te the Lords of the Admiralty, by his Majeſty's 
«© Command.” 

Wedneſday, 20. The firſt Witneſs ſworn was Ad- 
miral Weſt, who depoſed to the Effect following: 

Being aſk'd, whether he had ever delivered his 
Opinion, anſwered: This Queſtion appears to me 
of an extraordinary Nature, I cannot conceive 
that, as a Witneſs, I am at all called upon to 


i know at what I expreſſed Diſſatisfaction. It is 


not a Matter of Fact as to my particular Opinion: 
There might be Appearances at which I might 
expreſs Diſſatisfa ction, and they not Facts. When 
-T faw the Rear of our Fleet a- ſtern, J could not 
but be diſſatisfied with that Appearance. I faw 
the Fleet in that Situation, but cannot tell the 
Reaſon: Therefore my Opinion, that I may 
have given, may be founded upon what was not 
really 


($3 

really Fact, tho! it appeared to me to be ſo. As 
to the other Ships, I know nothing of their Situa- 
tion. I went down and engaged my proper Ship 
till ſhe bore away ; after that I went and engaged 
a-head with the Lancaſter; then the Rear came 
up, and engaged them as long as they ſtaid. I 


have given in all theſe Particulars; and if the Court 


deſires to know my Opinion without Facts, it was 
what I did not expect. I deſire to give every 
Light into this Matter that may inform the Court, 
but the Court may be miiled by my Opinion, with- 
out Facts. Where a Judgment is drawn from Evi- 
dance, it is drawn from Evidence of Facts. I may 
have conceived a wrong Opinion, either from its not 
being well founded on Facts, or from my making 
a wrong Judgment of thoſe that did appear. I 
only mean to ſay, that this is a Queſtion, my An- 
ſwer to which may miſlead, becauſe it may be 
founded on Appearances; there was an Appear- 
ance from the Fleet's being ſo far a-ſtern ; there 


was an Appearance of ſome Want in ſomebody, 


but with whom I cannot pretend to ſay. 

His Examination laſted till near Five in the 
Evening. When the Court was adjourning, he 
begged they would complete his Examination that 
Night, becauſe he was going out upon an Expe- 
dition of great Importance, by the King's Special 
Order: But as the Court and Mr. Byng had many 

ueſtions to aſk him, the Court informed him, 
they ſhould be glad to go through, but that there 
was not Time; and then the Court adjourn'd till 
next Morning 5 | 

Thur/day 30. Admiral We appeared, and fini- 

ſhed 
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( 90.) 
ſhed his Examination about three in the Afternoon. 
In the Courſe of his Examination, ſome of the 
moſt material Queſtions were, Whether any un- 
neceſſary Delay was made at St. Helen's, or at 
Gibraltar? Anſwered in the Negative. At what 
Diſtance the Ramilies was from the Buckingham 
at the Time of the Engagement? He replied, 
about three Miles. Whether the Admiral and the 
Rear could have come up to the Aſſiſtance of the 

Van, and come to a cloſe Engagement with the 
Enemy ? He anſwer'd, he knew no Impediment 
to the contrary ; but that be would not be under- 
ſtood to mean that there was none. How the 
Wind and Weather was? He replied, very calm 
and fine. Whether he could keep his lower Ports 
open? He replied, yes. What Damage he receiv'd 
in his Hull, Maſts, Yards, and Rigging? For an 
Anſwer to which he referred them to a written 
Account he had deliver'd into Court thereof. He 
was asked in what Condition the Ship was in regard 
to Men, on the 20th of May, the Morning of the 
Engagement ? He replied, in very good, Whe- 
ther he ſaw any Fire from the Admiral's Ship du- 
ring the Engagement ? He faid, that, when he 
was looking towards the Intrepid, which was in 
Diſtreſs a-ſtern of her, he did ſee ſome Smoak, 
which probably might be from the Admiral's Ship, 
or ſome of his Diviſion ; but he could not diſcover 
at what Ship it was directed. Whether on the 
24th of May, the Day of the Council of War, 
his Ship was repaired, fit for a ſecond Engage- 
ment? He anſwer'd, yes, before that. When? 


He anſwer'd, the very next Night after the En- 
gagement. 


Mr. 


En 

Mr. Byng asked him, whether it was not in the 
Power of the Enemy to decline coming to a cloſe 
Engagement, as the two Fleets were ſituated? He 
replied, yes; but as they lay to for our Fleet, he 
apprehended they intended to fight. Whether 
he was of Opinion, that the Forces on board the 
Fleet could have relieved Minorca? He ſaid, 
He believed not. Whether ſome of the Ships 
were not deficient in their Complement of Men, 
ſome of the Ships out of Repair, and whether 
not deficient in Point of Force with the Enemy? 
To which he anſwered in the Affirmative. 


The Court having done with Mr. Weſt, Lord 


 Blakeney was ſworn. In the Courſe of the Exa- 
mination, he informed the Court of the Time 
the Britiſh Fleet was diſcovered by the Garriſon, 
and the Time of its diſappearing; that upon 


Sight of it he wrote a Letter, to be carried offt 


by Mr. Boyd, his Storekeeper, and Aid de Camp 
to Colonel Feffreys, to inform the Admiral of 
his Situation, Sc. A Copy of which Letter he 
had in his Hand, and defired it might be read. 
But Mr. Byng objecting thereto, as it was only 
a Copy, and not the Original, it was not read. 

Mr. Byng aſked the .General, whether he 
thought the Forces could be landed? He anſwered, 


Very cafily, Whether there were not Faſcines 


| thrown in the Way? He faid, Yes; but they 
might eaſily have been deſtroyed. Whether the 
Attempt to land the Men would not have been at- 
tended with Danger? The General replied, He 
had been upwards of fifty Years in the Service, 
and that he never knew any Expedition of Conſe- 


B quence 


I. ( 12} 
quence carried into Execution but what was at- 
tended with ſome Danger; but that of all the 
Expeditions he ever knew, this was the worſt. 
Mr. Byng ali'd, Whether the French had not 
a Caſtle at the Point, which might have prevent- 
ed their Landing? The General anſwered, Not 
the 2oth of May; and ſaid, That the Enemy 
were in ſuch Diſtreſs for Ammunition, that they 
fired Stones at the Garriſon, © 
Mr. Byng aſk'd the General, Whether the 
Officers and few Men be had on board the Fleet, 
would ha ve been of any great Service to the 
Garriſon? He anſwer'd, Ves, of very great Set- 
vice; for that he was obliged at that Time to 
ſet ſome of his Men to plaiſter the Breaches. 
He added, That he believed, had the Detach- 
ment been landed, he might have held out, till 
Sir Edward Hawke came, tho' without ſufficient 
Force to drive the Enemy away, he could not 
fave the Iſland. | 5 
Friday, 31. Mr. Boyd was ſworn. In the 
Courſe of his Examination it appeared that he was 
ſent off with a Letter, in a Boat, to deliver to the 
Admiral, but could not be particular to the Time; 
that he kept out as Jong as be thought it probable 
to reach the Admiral; but when he found it im- 
practicable to cloſe the Admiral, as he was then 
going to the Southward, he returned without 
delivering the Letter. 95 
The Preſident of the Court aſking him, if a 
20 Gun Ship could have come and deſtroyed the 
Battery? Anſwered, Yes, if there had been 
deep Water, which he could not ſay, not having 
| ever 


— 
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ever ſounded it, tho' he had often hgard it report- 
ed that there was deep Water at that Place. 

Mr. Byng aſk'd him, How long he waited 
before the Boat was ready to bring him off. He 
could not recolle&, but remember'd he waited 
for it till he was very impatient. Whether he 
in the Boat did not paſs thro' ſome Firings of the 
Enemy? Anſwered, There was ſome ſtraggling 
Fire of ſmall Arms, and about thre: or four 


Cannon Shot. Whether it did not do them ſome 


Damage? He anſwered, No; he did not know 
that ſo much as one of them touched the Boat. 


How long he might be off in the Boat ? About 


an Hour and a Half, Whether there was not 


a Breeze of Wind? Anſwered, When, he got 


from the Land, he found a Breeze. Whether he 
thought the Admiral could ſee the Boat? Anſwer- 


ed, No; he believed not at that Diſtance, and 


ſo late in the Evening. 

The next Witneſs examin'd was Capt. Everitt, 
who, before he. gave his Evidence, deficed to 
hear the Articles of the Charge, he not happening 
to be in Court when they were — read, 
which Mr. Byng objected to, as contrary to the 
Cuſtom of the Court ; but on the Captain's Re- 
queſt they were read. Captain Everitt being 


{worn, and having ſome Papers in his Hand, was 


aſked what they were? He anſwered, They were 
Minutes he had taken from the Ship's Log-Book, 
and his own Journal, to refreſh his Memory. To 
the uſing of which Mr. Byng objected, the Log- 
Book not being. a proper Teftimony. Where- 


upon the Court was cleared, to deliberate upon. 
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('14 ) 
the Point. Upon the Court's being opened again, 
their Opinion was, That thoſe Minutes might 
be uſed to refreſh his Memory upon ſuch Points: 
only as fell immediately under his own Obfer- 
vation. | , 

In the Courſe of his Examination it appeared, 
that there was all poſſible Diſpatch made, and no 
unneceſſary Delay in the Sailing of the Fleet from 
St. Helen's to Gibraltar, and from thence to Ma- 
hon; that the Buckingham's Men were healthy, 
having but two incapable of coming to their Quar- 
ters ; that they had about go or 100 Tuns of Wa- 
ter on Boatd ; that they got Sight of the Iſland of 
Minorca about Six in the Morning of the 19th of 
May; that about Eleven in the Forenoon they 
were two Leagues diſtant from St. Philip's Caſtle, 
and believed that was the neareſt Diſtance he was 
to it; that about Two in the Afternoon the French 
Fleet was ſeen diſtintly, ſtanding to the Weſt- 
ward, but could not fay at what Diſtance; that 
our Fleet was ſtanding to the S. E. the Wind at S. 
S. W. moderate fine Weather; that on the 2oth 
of May, about Eight in the Morning, they faw 
the French Fleet preparing for Engagement. 

The like Queſtions were propoſed to him as to 
Admiral Weſt ; and in his Anſwers was of Opinion, 
That the Admiral's Diviſion might have carried all 
their Sail, and thereby aſſiſted the Van, and pre- 
vented them from receiving ſo much Fire from 
the Enemy's Rear. * 

Mr. Byng was aſked, Whether he choſe to aſk 
Capt. Everitt any Queſtions ? To which he repli- 
ed, He had no Queſtions to propoſe _ _ 

{NoU 


en 

ſhould have Occaſion to aſk him ſome hereafter, 
therefore defired he might be kept in the Way for 
that Purpoſe. Capt. Everitt ſaid, He ſhould have 
been very glad if thofe Queſtions could then be 
aſked, as he was under Sailing Orders with Ad- 


miral Weſt. Mr. Byng anſwered, He could not 


propoſe them at that Time, but would as ſoon as 
poſſible ; upon which Capt. Everitt was ordered 
to attend the Court. 1 

Mr. Byng then informed the Court, that he 
wanted to aſk Lord Blakeney ſome Queſtions. 


Whereupon the General was ordered to attend the 


next Morning at Nine o'Clock ; to which Time 
the Court then adjourned. 


Saturday, Fan. 1. Lord Blakeney appeared in 


Court, in Conſequence of Mr. Byng's Requeſt ; 


when the Admiral propoſed a Queſtion, the Sub- 


ſtance of which, and the Anſwers were as follows: 
Whether if the Admiral had landed his Troops, 
it could have ſaved Sr. Philip's from falling into 
the Hands of the Enemy? His Lordſhip faid, 
It was impoſſible for him to anſwer that Queſtion 
with any Certainty ; but he was of Opinion, that 


had they been landed, he ſhould have been able 


to have held out the Siege till Sir Edward Hawke 
had come to his Relief. 

Then the four Firſt Lieutenants of the Bucking- 
ham, Capt. Everitt, Admiral Weſt's Ship, were 
examined, and all agreed, that they knew of no 
Impediment to hinder the Admira! and his Divie 


ſion, from coming to the Aſſiſtance of the Van, 


which was cloſely engaged, and raked by the 
Enemy's Rear as they came up; and that the Ad- 
. miral 
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miral was not ſeen by them to go to a cloſe En- 
gagement with the Enemy, agreeable to his own 


Signals. | | 

Monday, Jan. 3. Capt. Everitt was croſs- 
examined by the Court and Mr. Byng ; and being 
aſked, How many Guns the Ships in the Van car- 


Tied ? anſwered, That the Sides of thoſe next the 


Buckingham had 14 on the lower Deck, all the 
others 13. Of what Rate they were ? anſwered, 


One a 74 Gun Ship, the others 64, and fix in 


Number. Whether, if Admiral Byng had come 
to a cloſe Engagement, a compleat Victory might 


not have been obtained? Anſwer, There. was all 


the Reaſon in the World to expect it; it being 
well known that Admiral Weſt beat off two Ships, 


though he had but five Ships to their ſix, and ours 


ſmaller Ships than theirs, and their Metal heavier. 
How the Wind ? as fair a Gale as could be wiſhed 
for. Whether he had too much or too little ? An- 
ſwer, Juſt enough, and no more. What Sail had 
Mr. Byng ? Anſwer, His lower Courſes, Top and 
Top-Gallant Sails full; but his Main-Sail, Main- 
Top-Sail, and Top-gallant Sail, a-back. 

The Court then aſked Mr. Byng, If he ſhould 


| have Occaſion to aſk Capt. Everitt, or any of the 


Buckingham's People, any more Queſtions ? and 
being anſwered in the Negative, the Captain, and 
the reſt of the Officers of the Buckingham, were 
diſcharged from any further Attendance on the 


Court, and were informed they might repair on 


Board their Ship. | 


| Capt. Gilbert ſworn. He acquainted the Court, 


that he was ſituated oppoſite the Rear Admiral on 
the 20th of May to repeat Signals, In the Courſe 
TE] - of 


5 LL 
of his Examination he ſaid, Every Ship did not 
bear down at a proper Diſtance to attack the Ene- 
my, according to Signals thrown out by the Ad- 
miral, about Half an Hour paſt Two o'Clock ; 
but the Rear-Admiral and his Diviſion bore down 
before the Wind, and hauled up oppoſite to their 
proper Ships, and attacked the Enemy, except the 
Defiance, which appeared to be a-head ; that the 
Ships in the Rear were in a Line of Battle a-head 
. upon which the Defiance threw all a-back, and 
fell down upon her proper Ship, the Head-moft 
Ship of the Enemy ; that the Admiral did not 
bear down before the Wind upon the Enemy, nor 
any of his Diviſion ; that the French Fleet, at the 
Time of the Signal, were all lying to with their 
Main-Top-Sails to the Maſts; and that our Van 
was in the ſame Poſition, He could not take upon 
him to ſay, whether the Admiral ever engaged at 
a proper Diſtance, on Account of the Smoak from 
the Firings of the Revenge, Princeſs Louiſa, and 
Trident, He agreed that the Wind, Weather, and 
Situation of the Enemy's Fleet, were ſuch as to 
enable them to engage at a proper Diſtance; that 
the Ships in the Rear did not make all the Sail they 
could to cloſe with the Enemy, from the Time 
the Signal was given for Battle till the Action was 
over; bat that, in the latter Part of the Action, 
Mr. Byng ſet all his Sail, except his Top-Gallant 
Sails ; that the Wind and Weather was ſuch, that 
he could have carried all the Sail in the Ship that 
he commanded, and knew no Reaſon why he did 
not; that the Van of our Fleet was engaged about 
an Hour and a Quarter; that the Adiniral did nor 
continue 


— > a 


( 18 ) 


continue in the ſame Poſition, but kept lasking 


away, angling upon the Enemy; that he ſaw the 


Ramillies fire; that the Diſtance of the Rear Di- 
viſion from the Van ſeemed to be about three 
Miles; that he made no Doubt, if the Ad- 
miral had carried Sail all along, but they might 


have prevented the Enemy's Rear from pouring 
ſome of their Fire into our Van; and that the 


Diſtance between our Rear and Van, was occa- 
fioned by the Rear throwing their Top- ſails a- back 
when they began to fire. EC 
Being aſked, If the Admiral had engaged, whe- 
ther he might have defeated the French? anſwered, 


That his Opinion was, he might. 


Another Officer, whoſe Name is forgot, was 
peremptorily aſked, If he ſaw the Admiral enga- 
ged? anſwered, He ſaw a Firing. When one of 
the Gentlemen ſaid ſomewhat ſmartly, Is not 
firing engaging ? The Officer replied, He did not 
call firing of Guns at ſo great a Diſtance enga- 
ging. | 

Capt. Hervey, of the Phenix, ſworn. He was 


ſtationed a-breaſt the Admiral to repeat Signals. 
He faid, that about Forty-three Minutes after 


Two, Signal was made for the Deptford. to quit 
the Line; and about fifty Minutes after Two the 


Ramilies began to fire upon the Enemy, having 


before that received the Fire of the three ſternmoſt 
Ships of the Enemy for about ten or twelve Mi- 


nutes, in which Time he obſerved ſome of the 


Enemy's Shot to fall between the Ramilies and his 


Ship the Phenix ;, about the ſame Time he ob- 


ſerved the Intrepid's Fore-top Maſt to be loſt ; he 
= obſerved 


3 ( 19 ) 
obſerved then the quick Motion of the Intrepid in 

bearing down, had 6ccaſioned her to be raked by 
the Enemy, to have loft her Top-Maſt, and ta 
have run the Riſque of falling on Board the Admi- 
ral, who was then engaged, and might not ſee 
them Time enough to prevent it. Some Time 
after the Ramillies ceaſed Fire, the eleventh Ship 
in the Enemy's Line bore away from the Ramzllies 
Fire, as was concluded by the People on Board 
that the Culloden fired but a few Times, and at a 
greater Diſtance than the Ramillies; that the 
whole Fire ceaſed about Five in the Afternoon ; 
that the Enemy ſeemed to go off from the Fire of 
our Van, ſome of them not damaged. This in ge- 
neral ; but the Preſident deſiring him to give as 
diſtinct and particular Account as he could of the 
Action, after the Signal to engage; he gave his 
Evidence as follows : 

I preſume, I am to begin with the Signal to 
engage; the Minutes I have in my Hand are only 
in reſpect to Time. 

The Signal was made about twenty Minutes af- 
ter Two for engaging. At the Time the Signal 
was made, ſome of the Engli/h Fleet bore away 

rather more than others; which I take to be ow- 
ing to the Ships in the Van not having obſerved 
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the Signal before for leading large, which was f 
made by the Admiral, and which I repeated about 1 
Two; I recollect to have repeated it two or three 10 


Times afterwards. 

The Admiral bore down with his Top-ſails, and, 
as near as I can recollect, with his Fore-ſail ſet at 
that Time; and I very well remember ſaying, 
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that the Admiral ſeemed to me to bear away rather 


more than either of the Seconds. The Bucking- 


ham and Lancaſter bore down alſo on the Ships of 
the Enemy, which, as I imagined, they took to 
have fell to their Lot. The Intrepid I ſaw bear 
right down. I cannot ſay, I was exceſſively mi- 


nate upon the Proceedings of the Van then, I was 


more attentive to the Admiral, whoſe Signals I 


was to repeat; and another Reaſon was, I was 


then employed in ſhifting Men and Things into a 
Schooner, which was ordered to attend me, and 
in compleating and fitting my Ship for burning as 
a Fire- hip. 

It was about half an Hour paſt Two, I think, 
when ſome of the French Van began to fire, and 
ſoon after that the Fire became general, except 
from two or three of the Sternmoſt of the Enemy, 
and they ſeemed to be reſerving their Fire for the 
Admiral Commander in Chief, who was then go- 
ing down upon them. About forty-three Minutes 
wr Two, the Signal was made for the Deptford 
to quit the Line ; ; 1 had my Watch in my Hand, 
and therefore can be more particular, and I think 
It was about fifty Miautes after Two that the Ra- 
milies began to fire, having before received the 


Fire of theſe ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy for 


about ten or twelve Minutes (J am not certain as to 
a Minute or two) in which Time, I obſerved ſeve- 


ral of the Enemy's Shot to fall between the Ramil- 


lies and the Ship I commanded. It was about 


this Time, when I obſerved the Inte epid's Fore- 
opmaſt to be ſhot away; it might have been done 
fooner, but J did not ob erve it till then; ſhe 
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ſeemed then to lay muzzled, her Fore- ſail a-back, 


or in the Wind, and her Main-top-ſail | in the Wind 


alſo; 1 imagined that to be from her Fore-tack 


being ſhot away, or ſomething of that Kind. 
About Three I faw the Revenge, Princeſs 
Louiſa, and Trident, all three with their Top- 


fails a-back, the Revenge very near the Intrepid, 
under her Lee Quarter, and a little a- ſtern withal. 


IJ remember then to have ſaid upon Deck, that 


quick Motion of the Intrepid's, in bearing down 
right before the Wind, occaſioned her heing raked 
and loſing her F ore-top-Maſt, and the Ship next 
to her not paſſing her would bring thoſe Ships 
a-ſtern of her, and a-head of the Admiral, in 
ſuch a Cluſter, that they would run the Ri que of 
dropping on Board of the Admiral, who was then 
engaged, and probably might not ſee them ſoon 
enough to prevent it. 

About five or ſix Minutes after Thin, I faw the 
Ramilliess Topſails a-back, and at the ſame Time, 


a Yellow Flag at the Mizen-top-Maſt Head, 


which was bauled down while I was endeavouring 


to repeat it, and a Yellow Flag hoiſted at the Fore- 
top-Maſt Head. 


Mizen-top-Maſt Head to have been up five or 


fix Minutes, becauſe, while the Men at the Mi- | 


zen- top-Maſt were bending it, I was obliged to 
order it down again, to repeat that which was 
hoiſted on Board the Admiral at the Fore-top-Maſt 
Head, I having but one Yellow Flag on Board. 
About fix or ſeven Minutes afterwards, a red 
Enſign was hoiſted at the Mizen-top-Maſt Head; 


and I believe it was much about the Time of the 
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Signals being made to bring to, that the Ramillies 
ceaſed firing. 

In Narratives of this Kind, one cannot keep 
Time ſo exactly as I could wiſh, but muſt go back 
from one Thing to another. 5 

At the Time of the Smoak being cleared away 
by their ceaſing firing, I obſerved the eleventh Ship 
in the Enemy's Line to have kept away large with 
his Main-topſail Yard down, which I remember, 
on board, we then concluded was from the Ramil- 
lies Fire, for the Culloden had ficed but very few 
Guns, and thoſe at a greater Diſtance than the 
Ramillies. | 7 | 

It was about Three when the Ramillies filled 
and made Sail, Fore-fail, Jibb and Stay-Sail ; 
I think that was the Sail at that Time; and at Four 
the Signal was made for the Cheſterfield to lay by 
the Intrepid, and then the Revenge, Princeſs 
Louiſa, and Trident were recovering their Stations 
in the Line a-head of the Admiral, who then had 
his Courſes, Top-ſails, - Jibb, and Stay-ſails ſet ; 
J think the Main-fail was ſet then, it was juſt then 
I ſaw it, it might have been ſet before, but I did 
not obſerve it till then; at that Time, or about 
that Time, the Intrepid being then got clear of the 
Line, I then ſaw the Deptford ſhifting her Pen- 
dant to the Fore-top-Maſt Head, hoiſting a red 
Enſign, and ſhe crowded Sail, ſeemingly to me, 
= be ſtanding for the Intrepid's Station in the 

ine. | 
About Five the whole Firing ceaſed ; 1 then 
ſaw the Buckingham with her Main-top-Sail Yard 
down, and I think her Fore-top-gallant Sail and 
| = Sprit- 


1 
fail ſet. The Lancaſter and Portland were then at 
ſome Diſtance from the Buckingham, the Captain 
rather upon the Buckingham's Weather Quarter, 
and a-ſtern withal, and the Defiance cloſe upon 


the Captain's Weather Quarter. The Defiance, 


before that, ſeemed to be diſabled in her Sails and- 
Rigging, which I imagined, occaſioned her to fall 
a-ſtern out of her Station. 
The French fourth or fifth Ship from the Van, 
ſeemed to me to have bore away from the Fire of 
our Ships in the Van, and very ſoon afterwards the 
three headmoſt of the Enemy did the fame ; but 
none of them appeared to me to be diſabled : So 
that, whether it was to avoid the Action, or by a 
Signal from the Commander in Chief (for I ſaw 


Flags flying on board the French Admiral) I ſhould 


rather imagine the latter, as I had not obſerved any 
foch cloſe Engagement as to oblige Ships of their 
ſeeming Force, to avoid an Action, which I ima. 
vine they had in their Power from the Beginning, 
by out-ſailing the Ships of our Fleet, as well as I 
could obſerve, when our Ships had more Sail ſet 
than what I obſerved the Enemy to have. 

Being aſked, If the Flags which he faw on board 
the French Admiral, might not be Signals to recal 
his retreating Ships, as well as to call them off ? 
anſwered, Certainly Yes. 


The French Admiral with the reſt of the Ships, 


were then edging down under their Top-ſails and 
Fore-fails to cloſe their Van; and though TI ob- 
ſerved, that the Rear of the Fleet cloſed our Van 
very faſt, which was then very much difordered, 
yet they did not appear to me to gain any thing of 
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Enemy. A little after Five, the Rear had cloſed 


the Van; when I ſpeak of the Van, I mean the 
Buckingham, who then had the Captain and De- 
fiance upon her Weather Quarter; the Portland 
and Lancaſier were then a confiderable Way a- 
head. 

About thirty Minutes after Five, the Signal was 
made to bring to ; and a little before Six, the Sig- 
nal was made to fill and ſtand on. The Intrepid 
and Cheflerfield were then a conſiderable Way 
a-ftern, and upon the Weather Quarter withal. 

At twenty Minutes after Six, the Signal was 
made to tack; and for the Ships that led before 
with the Larboard Tack, to continue to lead with 
the Starboard Tack. At Seven, the Signal of the 
Line was hauled down. 

I then ceaſed from repeating Signals, and went 
on Board the Admiral to receive his Commands... 
That is all I know in general of the Action. 

Friday, 4. Captain Hervey was re-examiued 
till near Two, with very little Variation from the 


Narrative he had given the Court the Day before. 


Captain Amburſt, on his Examination, faid, 
he thought Mr. Byng would have fought, if the 


| French had ſtaid: But the Confuſion this Evi- 


dence was in, his advancing no plauſible Reafon 
for his Belief, and his negative Anſwers to the 


Queſtions reſpecting Diſtance, Sailing, &c. added 
to the Circumſtance of the French Rear's lying 


to an Hour and a Quarter, and in Fact, not going 
away till their Van retreated, made his Opinion 


too weak to be depended upon. 


V. edneſda 2 


(2 F 
Wedneſday, 5. Mr. Lloyd, a Lieutenant, and 
Mr. Philips, a Volunteer on board the Fleet, but 
now a Captain, were examin'd; in whoſe Exami- 
nation nothing particular appeared further than has 


already noted. . 
Thurſday, 6. The Lieutenant of the Lanca- 


ger was examined, and then a Gentleman who 


was a Volunteer on board. Their Evidence ſeemed 
very clear and certain as to ſome particular Facts 
which fell immediately under their Obſervation, 
but were not much in Favour of the Admiral. 
Captain Young being called and ſworn, depos'd, 
That the Rear might have went down as well as 


_. »himſelf, who had only his Topfails and Foreſails; 


but the moſt remarkable Thing in his Evidence 


was, his ſaying, that the /ofing his Topmaſt could 


neither then make him run foul of the Rear, he 


being to Leeward, nor was it probable they could 
on him, the Diſtance being ſo great; tho' this 
was the Admiral's Excuſe, in his Letter publiſh'd 
in the Gazette: and what Captain Hervey, the 
Admiral's principal Advocate, intimated in his 
Evidence, was very likely to have happened, had 
not the Admiral thrown his Sails a-back to pre- 
vent it. : | 


Captain Young added, that aſter he had cut his 
Rigging away, he hoiſted Main Topſail and Fore- 


ſail, and fought again, till the Revenge's Boat came 
with Notice from Captain Cornwall, that he was 
coming to his Aſſiſtance, ro deſire him to ceaſe 
firing, and he would place himſelt betwixt him 
and the Enemy, which he did. 
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( 26 ) 
But this Matter being more fully explain'd in 
the Captain s Croſs- Examination, we ſhall give | 
it verbatim as follows : : 
Friday, 7. Did the Loſs of your Foretop- 
maſt put any of our Ships 1n our Rear 1 in anger 
of being on board you ? h 
A. Not as I could perceive. 

Did it occafion any Impediment to the 
Admiral and his Diviſion from going down, and 
engagi ng the Enemy cloſely ? 

A. Not as I could perceive. - 
9. Did any of the Ships tack at that Time? 

A. I did not obſerve juſt then; they were to 
Windward of me; and I faw ſeveral of the Ships 
upon my Weather-Quarter with their Topfails 
a-back. 

Did you think at that Time they Were in 
any Danger of being a-board you ? 

A. No; I was to Leeward of them, ſo could 
not drive a-thwart them, © 
2. Could they at that Time have wore clear of 
you, and gone down to the Center and Rear of the 
Enemy ? 
A. Ves; becavſe I was a-head WE to Leeward. 

9. Did the Admiral and his Diviſion bear down 
on your Stern, and 80 to the Center and Rear of 
the Enemy? 

A. No; not when my Top maſt went away, 

2, Did they at any Time afterwards? 

A. Yes, near an Hour after, and went to Lee- 
ward of me, and paſſed me. 

9. Did they go down to the Center and Rear to 


engage properly ? 
| A. 


(427 ] 

A. The French were then gone, and leſt me 
Gen.. 

2. What Sail had the French Ries ſet * 
they paſſed you? 

A. I think their Top- ails and 8 ſails. | 

9. What Sail had the Admiral and his Divifion 
abroad then ? 

A. Fore-fails and n 4 the C ulloden 
her Top-gallant- Sails. 
2. How long after you loſt your Top-maſt was 
it before the Admiral and has Diviſion paſſed to 
Leeward of you? 

. About three Quarters of an Hoo or an 
Hour. 

With the Wind as it chen was; 600 the 
Admital and his Diviſion, if they had ſet all their 
Sails, from the Time the Signal for engaging was 
made and borne away properly, could they have 
come to a cloſe Engagement with the Enemy ? 

A. Yes; the French were lying too for us; 
I went down only under my Top: ſails, and they 
might have added Sails in Proportion to the Di- 
ſtance and Going of their Ships. : 

9. During the three Quarters of an Hour, or an 
Hour, which you mentioned juſt now, did. you 
oblerve what Sail the Admiral and his Diviſion 
were under ? 

A. No, not particularly. 

9. Did you obſerve' any "Motions mat were 

made for going down to the Len 7 
_ Ne. 
. How long aſter y you loft your 13 maſt 335 
the Center and Rear of the French Line lay to? 
D 3 


tice. 


Fl) 
A, Till the Revenge's Boat came on Board me, 
and deſired I would leave off firing, that they might 
make Sail and go between me and the Enemy, 


Which they did directly; the French Fleet then 


run, who were oppoſite to me, and the Rear fol- 


lowed them. 
9. After the Admiral and his Diviſion had made 


Sail, did they get up with the Center and Rear 


of the Enemy, fo as to come to a cloſe ** 
ment? 
A. There was very little Afton after that 


Time. 


. Did you, before the French r run, ſee the Ad- 


| miral and his Divifion cloſely engaged with the 


Enemy ? 

A. No; they were a-ſtern and to Windward of 
me. 

9. Did you ice the Admiral and his Diviſion en- 
gage from firſt to laſt? 

4. Yes; ſome of the Ships; they fired. 

. Did you obſerve at what Diſtance they were 

one from the other? 

A. I did not take Notice. 

9. Did you ſee any of their Shot fall ? . 

A. No; I was too much employed to take No- 


9. Was you within point-blank Shot of the 


Enemy? 


A. I can't judge that exactly. 

9. At what Diſtance do you ſuppoſe you were at 
that Time? 

A. Within random Mulquet * 1 believe, as 


the 


(29) 


the Lieutenaat was wounded with a Moſquet 


Ball. 
He far were the Rear off at that Time; 
A I did not take Notice. 
9. When you bore down on the Enemy, did 
the Admiral and his Nh do ſo too? 
” + 


. Under what Sail were the Admiral and his 


Diviſion at that Time. 

A. Under their Top- ſails and Foredailh 

9. If they had bore down as the Intrepid, could 
they have cloſed the Enemy ſo as to have engaged 
properly? 

A. Ves, the French were layiog too. 

2. Did they lay too long enough to admit of it, 
ſuppoſing the Admiral and his Diviſion had ſet all 
their Sails? 

A. Ves, long enough for me, and I ſuppoſe 
for the reſt too. 


. Were our Ships in a proper Line of Battle 
a-head of one another, when the Signal for enga- 


ging was made ? And had all our Ships bore away 
at the ſame Time, would it not have prevented 
the running aboard each other ? 

A. Yes, there was a very good Line formed ; 
they were not ſo near together un every Ship had 
Room to wear. 

Saturday 8. Capt. Cornwall was ſworn. In the 
Courſe of his Examination, he faid, that he went 
to his Windows abaft to take a View of the Fleet 
when in Line of Battle; that he was greatly ſur- 
prized to ſee the Admiral and his Diviſion at fo 
great a Diſtance, as he was upon the Weather 

| D 2 Quarter ; 
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Quarter; that ſeeing * Intrepid in Diſtreſs, and 
no Signal given for removing her oy: of the Line, 

he fell into her Station, engaged the Feudroyant, 
the French Admiral, as the Ship he imagined fell 
to his Lor, according, to the then Line of Battle ; 

ſaid, he knew of no Impediment to prevent the 
Admiral's engaging at a proper Diſtance, any 
more than the reſt of the Fleet ; obſerved, he was 
upon his Oath to ſwear the whole Truth, and 
would do fo, though ſome Things he was going 
to ſay would affect himſelf; confeſſed, he went 
without Oiders to aſſiſt the Intrepid; and being 
aſked by the Admiral, Ifhe did not break through 

an Article of his Inſtructions in going without his 
Command ? anſwered, Yes ; but added, If I did 
go beyond my Duty, it was my Zeal for my Coun- 
try, though he mentioned another Article that 
favoured bim. 

Mr. Byng, upon this, obſerved to the Court, 
that his Reputation, which was dearer to him than 
his Life, nay his Life alſo, were in the Hands of 
the Court Martial, and in better Hands he deſired 
them not ; but faid, he ſhould prove, that the Re- 
venge, by breaking the Line, was a great Impedi- 
ment in his Way; and that if he could not prove 
that, or Something like it, The Lord have mer- 


o upon me. 


N. B. This Capt. 3 loft his Aran in the u me- 
morable Engagement in the Mediterranean, under 
Admiral Matthews, on Board the Marlborough, 
when his Uncle Capt. Cornwall loſs bis Life; 

being then Firſt Lieutenant. 
Monda y 
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Monday, 10. Captain Cornwall's Croſs-Exami- 


nation was finiſned. 

Captain Durell, of the Trident, being ſworn, 
depoſed much the ſame as Captain Cornwall; did 
not accuſe the Admiral of any unneceſſary Delay 
to Minorca; was of Opinion, that the Admiral 
and his Diviſion did not ſet all their Sail to join 
the Van of the Britiſh Fleet; but could not ſay 


the:Admiral had not any Impediment to prevent 


it. 

Tueſday, 11. Captain Gardiner, Admiral Byng 8 
Captain, was under Examination and Re-exami- 
nation all Day. He could not ſay all their Sails 
were ſet, or that the Rear Diviſion could not come 

to a cloſe Engagement, as well as the Van; 
but ſaid he adviſed the Admiral to bear down, 
to which the Admiral objected, and gave his Rea- 
ſons againſt it; leſt an Accident of a ſimilar Na- 
ture with that of Admiral Matthews in the fame 
Seas, ſhould be the Conſequence; and had no- 
thing to ſay againſt the Admiral's perſonal Beha- 
viour ; ſaid, he believed the Admiral intended a 
cloſe Engagement, by his telling the Sailors, 


whoſe Eagerneſs for Action had engaged them to 


fire wirhout Orders, to ſave their ſhot till they 
came nearer to do Execution. 


Wedneſday, 12. Captain G was again 
examined, and made it appear, that the Admiral 


took the whole Command of the Ship from him, 


and that nothing was done Vine: 2 but 3 he 


ordered. 


* the Land Officers an board the Ramillies | 


were 
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(- 32. 35 
were examined. The Lord Robert Bertie 8 Exa- 
mination was as follows: 
©, Was not your Lordſhip, with your Regi- 
ment, ordered to ſerve in the F leet under Admi- 
ral Byng s Command ? | 

A. The Orders I received are dated the 28th 
of March, from the Secretary at War. They 
are to put myſelf under the Command of Admiral 
Byng, and to obey ſuch Orders as I might receive, 
trom 'Time to Time, from him, or any other 
commanding that Squadron. 

9. Do you know of any Troops embarked in 
| the Fleet, beſides your Regiment, except ſome few 
Officers and Recruits, and the Detachment from 
the Garriſon at Gibraltar, that were put on Board 
the Ships of Mr. Edgecombe Squadron, in the room 
of ſome of their Men that were left in the Garri- 

{on of St. Philip? 
Na. 

9. Do you apprehend, that che throwing in 
about an hundred Men, conſiſting of Officers and 
Recruits, would have enabled the Garriſon to hold 
cout againſt the Enemy's Attacks? 

A. No; I apprehend they were of much more 
Service on Board the Fleet. 

2. Was you upon the Quarter-Deck near the 
E during the whole Time of the Enemy 8 

ing? 

171 Yes; I was near the Admiral during the 
Whole Time that the Ramillies was fired upon. 

2. Did the Admiral, from the Time the Signal 
was made to engage, continue going down upon 
the Enemy ? 4 


„ 

A. It appeared to me, that he was going down 
ſlanting to the Enemy, till ſuch Time as the 
Admiral laid a-back. : 

2. Will you be pleaſed to inform the Count; = 
during the Time of Action on the 2oth of Ma, 
the Admiral expreſſed any Impatience or Uneafi- 
neſs at any Accident the Admiral judged to im- 
pede his engaging the Enemy properly ? 
A. At the Time the Admiral lay a-back, 1 
heard him ſay, he wonder d what the Ships a. bead 
were about. 

9. While the Ramillies contimed going down 
upon the , did not their Shot reach her 
and paſs over her? 

A. At the Time the French fired at the Ramil- 
lies, they reached her, "__ over, and ſome 
hulled her. 

9. At the Time that the Enemy were fring 
upon us, and their Shot paffing over us, did you 
hear the Admiral lay any Thing on that Oc- 
caſion ? 

A. I recollect, that when the French wete 
firing upon us, the Adtniral deſired Captain Gar- 
ainer not to fire, till ſuch Time as we were down 
a long fide of them. 

_ 9. Did you not inform the Admiral, during the 
Time of the Firing, that you diſcerned thro” the 
Smoak, one of your Ships cloſe under the Star- 
board Bow ; and that if we did not immediately 
ceaſe fring, we ſhould fire into her? 

A. The Words I made uſe of to the Admiral, 
as well as I can recollect, were, Do you, or 
«© Captain Gardiner, ſee that Ship upon our Star- 


board 


© 34 3 


© board Bow ? I diced her to be one of ours; 
* if you do not take Care we ſhall fire into 
cc her” 3 

9. Did firing ceaſe on board ho Ramillies, 4s 


vou apprehend, to avoid firing through our own 


d Ship! ? 

A. Yes. 

Then Admiral IG] delivered ſome Queſtions 
to the Preſident, which he deſired the Judge Ad- 
vocate might aſk. of the Witnels. The Preſident 
anſwer'd, I will aſk them. 

2, Was you near the Admiral's Perſon before, 


during, and lader the Action, and did you obſerve 


his Behaviour ? 

Al. I was near DIY the whole Day of the 
Action. 

Did you perceive any Backwardneſs in the 

Admiral during the Action, or any Marks of 

Fear or Confuſion, either from his Countenance or 

Behaviour? 


He ſeem'd to me to give his Orders cooly 


and diſtinctly; ; and I. don't apprehend he was in 
the leaſt wanting in perſonal Courage. 

9. Did the Admiral appear ſollicitous to engage 
the Enemy, and to aſſiſt his Majeſty's Ships that 
were engaged with the Enemy? 

Q. Yes. 
9. Did you, on or after the Day of Action, 


hear any Murmuring or Diſcontent among the 


Officers or Men, upon any Suppoſition that the 
Admiral had not done his Duty? | 


A. I never heard any one of the Ramillies ſpeax 


diſreſpeAfully of the ain 
Colonel 


7.72 

Colonel Smich, who was alſo upon Quarter- 
Deck with the Admiral, confirmed the above in 
every Particular with this additional Circum- 
ſtance, that a Shot from the Enemy paſſed be- 


tween him and Lord Bertie, as they were a- baft 


the Mainmaſt, which took off the Head of a 
Timber upon Deck, and went thro the Ham- 


mocks in the Main Shrouds; ſaid, the Admiral 


ſhewed no Signs of Fear, but quite the Re- 
verſe. 1 
Captain Edgar, who was quarter d upon the 
Poop, confirmed ſuch of the above Circumſtances 
as came immediately under his own Obſervation; 


but was not aſked any Queſtions relative to 


the perſonal Behaviour of the Admiral, his Situati- 
on not giving him an Opportunity of anſwering 
to the ſame. 
Colonel Cornwallis, being ſworn, ſaid, that he 
was on Board the Kingſton, could give no Account 
of the Action, and was willing to anſwer any 
Queſtions the Court demanded, or Mr. Byng 
would propoſe, but none were aſk' d. 
Captain Gough, firſt Lieutenant of the Ramillies, 
being ſworn, ſaid, That at the Time of the Signal 
being made for engaging, the Fleet appeared in a 
cloſe and regular Line; that two Ships, which 
he believed to be the Trident and Louiſa, were 
under their Lee- Bow; could not ſay at what Di- 
ſtance the Ramilies was from the Enemy at the 


Time of the Signal for engaging, being moſtly 


at his Quarters, but believed when they began to 
engage, they were nearly at Point-Blank with 
the Enemy. 1 
. Captain 
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Captain Baſſet, ſecond Lieutenant, being quar- 
tered upon the Lower-Deck, could not anſwer 
to the Diſtance, nor how long they continued 
firing; ſaid, that ſeveral of the Enemy's Shot 


reached them. 
Capt. Vatby, Third Lieutenant of the Ramillies, 


- quartered upon the Middle Deck, ſaid, that the 
 Ramillies was bearing down when the Signal was 


made; that he was ordered to double- ſhot the 
Guns, for the Admiral did not intend to fire till he 
came cloſe up with the Enemy, and confirmed 
the above Teſtimony of a Ship or Ships being on 
their Lee-bow ; agreed there was a commanding 
Breeze, and if all their Sails had been ſet, they 
ſhould have been cloſer to the Enemy, and ſaid, 
he believed they were within half a Mile of the 


Enemy. 


Mr. Clark, the Fourth Lievtenant, was ned; 
but not being on Board, Mr. V. aterfoll the Fifth 
Lieutenant, was examined, who ſaid, he was quar- 
tered on the Lower Deck, knew not the Diſtance 
from the Enemy, but apprehended they were 
within proper Diſtance for Engaging ; that he re- 
ecived Orders by Lord Robert Bertie, to leave off 
firing on Account of the Ship on the Lee-bow. 

The Sixth Lieutenant of the Ramillies, who was 


| quartered on the upper Gun-Deck, hy the Main- 


maſt forward, confirmed the preceding Teſtimony 
chiefly, and laid, when the Ramillies begun to 
bear down, it might be about two Miles Diſtance, 
and was at the Diſtance of about half a Mile 
when they began to fire; ſaid, that through the 
Smoak he diſcovered the Trident's red Stern, and 

Part 


81 
Part of her blue Colours, .and that ſhe was then 
pon her Lee-bow very near. 

Thurſday, 13. Lieutenant Clark was examined, 
whoſe Evidence agreed in general with the other 
Lieutenants. 

The Carpenter of the Intrepid was ſworn, and 
was aſked but one Queſtion, vi. If he could juſtify 
the Defects of the Ship, as he had given them in? 

which he anſwering poſitively in the Affirmative, 
the Court diſcharged him. 

The Gunner of the Ramillies was mi as 
to the Powder expended that Day, who anſwered 
20 Barrels, and 300 double-headed Shot. He was 
much confuſed, and ſaid, the Intrepid was in their 
Way, and they could not bear down; but was 
told, he could not be judge of that, being quar- 
tered on the Lower Gun-Deck. 

The Carpenter ſaid, he could give no Account, 
being at his Duty in the Wings. 

The Boatſwain ſaid, he was minding his Rig- 
ging, and therefore could give no Account of the 
— - -- 

The Maſter gave his Evidence very confuſedly, 


and by ſaying and unſaying, did the Admiral more 
Detriment than Service. 


Friday, 14. Several Midſhipmen were examined, 
and the Surgeon of the Ramzllies, whole Evidence 


was not very material one way or the other. 
Capt. Ward was likewiſe examined; who ſwore, 
chat the Admiral was retarded by backing his Top 


Sails near or quite half an Hour; and that had 


they ſet mare Sail at firſt, they ſhould certainly 
have got down cloſe to the Enemy. 


N 
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Saturday, 15. Capt. Wards Lieutenant was 
examined. . 

Likewiſe Capt. Perry, whoſe Evidence was 
near the ſame with the reſt of the Captains, viz. 
that he thought the Admiral might have carried 
his Top-gallant Sails that Day. 

Here the Evidence for the King was cloſed by 
the Judge Advocate, and the Court adjoarned to 

Monday Morning nine o'Clock, when Admiral 

Byng was to begin his Defence. 
Monday, 17. Mr. Byng appeared to make his 
Defence; but nothing material was done. 

Tueſday, 18. Mr. Byng delivered his Defence 
into Court, which was read by the Judge Ad vo- 
cate, in which he took Notice of the many Indig- 
nities which he had undergone, by an enraged and 
deluded People; that he had been treated like a 
Felon; had been hanged and burnt in Effigy; his 
Perſon cloſely confined, and the Windows of his 
Priſon barricaded. He then obſerved to the Court, 
That he humbly preſumed, no Proof had been 
given againſt him of any unneceſſary Delay in the 
Fleet's failing to Minorca, nor of his diſcovering 
any Backwardneſs'or Signs off Fear, againft enga- 
ging the Enemy ; therefore moved the Court to 
give their Opinion thereon, as it might be a 
Means in ſaving ſome Time in the Courſe of his 
Defence. 2 a8 ä 

The Court was then ordered to be cleared upon 
this Motion, and in about an Hour and a Hale 
was opened again. The Judge Advocate then read 
the unanimous Reſolution of the Court; which 
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was, That they could not give any Opinion till 
the Witneſſes in his Defence were examined. 

- Mr. Byng then called Capt. Gardiner again, 
and aſked many Queſtions, moſt of which being 
Matter of Opinion, he begged Leave to refer them 

to the Court. * I 
Capt. Gardiner's Croſs-Examination being gone 
| through, the Court aſked Mr. Byng, Who he 
ſhould have Occaſion to call To-morrow ? He re- 
plied, Capt. Amburſt, Hervey, and Phillips. 
The Court then adjourned till next Morning. 

Wedneſday, 19. Mr. Byng delivered a Paper, 
declaring he had no more Evidence to produce but 
his Secretary, and would give the Court no farther 
Trouble; and likewiſe ſaid, That his not going 
down to engage the Enemy, was not owing to his 

Want of Courage, but muſt be an Error in his 
Judgment. e 

The Admiral having nothing more to ſay in his 


Defence, the Court cloſed. The next Morning 
the Members of the Court met, in order to reviſe 


the Evidence that had been given by the Witneſſes 
during the Courſe of this long Trial, to confider 


the Strength of the Proofs for and againſt him, 
and to paſs ſuch an equitable Sentence as might do 


Juſtice both to their Country and the Priſoner. 
Full eight Days were taken up in canvaſſing 
the Proceedings; and the Variety of the Evidence 
gave Occaſion for ſeveral warm Debates among 
them, and they were a good while divided in their 
Opinions as to-his Guilt or Innocence. Five of 
them found him guilty of the whole Charge, and 
conſequently that he ought to Gffer Death. F _ 
<0 


{ go. }) 


of them were only for breaking him, and thought 


the Loſs of his Commiſſion was a ſufficient Puniſh- 
ment. And four of them were for entirely acquit- 
ting him. But as they could not deviate from the 
Articles of War, ſettled by an Act of Parliament, 
they at length unanimouſly agreed in the follow- 


| ing Sentence ; b 


- The SENTENCE of the CouRr-MARTIAL. 


HE Court, purſuant to an Order from 
fs the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
* ralty, to Vice-Admiral Smith, dated December, 
* 14, 1756, proceeded to enquire into the Conduct 
of the Hon. John Byng, Eſq; Admiral of the 
© Blue Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and to 
© try him upon a Charge, that, during the Engage- 
ment of his Majeſty's Fleet, under his Com- 
* mand, and the Fleet of the French King, on 


c 


© the 2oth of May laſt, he did withdraw or keep 


© back, and did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, 
© and deſtroy the Ships of the French King, which it 
* was his Duty to have engaged; and to aſſiſt ſuch 


of his Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight. 


© with the French Ships, which it was his Duty 
© to have afliſted; and that he did not do his ut- 


© moſt to relieve St. Philip's Caſtle, in his Ma- 


© jeſty's Iſland of Minorca, then befieged by the 
Forces of the French King, but acted contrary 
to, and in Breach of his Majeſty's Command, 
And having heard the Evidence, and the Priſo- 
* ner's Defence, and very maturely and thoroughly 
© confider'd the fame, they are unanimonſly of 
* Opinion, that he*did not do his utmoſt to re- 
© lieve St. Philip's Caſtle ; and allo, that * + 
76 he 
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5 the Engagement between his Majeſty's Fleet 
© under his Command, and the 1 of the 
French King on the 20th of May laſt, he did not 
do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, and deſtroy the 
Ships of the French King, which it was his 


Duty to have engaged; ; and to aſſiſt ſuch of his 
* Majeſty's Ships as were engaged in Fight 


© with the French, which it was his Duty 
©to have aſſiſted; and therefore. unanimouſly 
agree, that he falls under Part of the 12th 
Article of an Act of Parliament of the 22d 
© Year of his preſent Majeſty, for amending, 
© and explaining, and reducing into one Act of 
Parliament, the Laws relating to the Govern- 
© ment of his Majeſty's Ships, Veſſels, and Forces 
* by Sea; and as that Article poſitively preſcribes 
* Death, without any Alternative left to the Diſ- 
* cretion of the Court, under any Variation of 
© Circumſtances; the Court do therefore unani- 


* mouſly adjudge the ſaid Admiral John Byng to 


© to Death, at ſuch Time, and on board ſuch 


© Ship, as the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 


* ralty ſhall direct. 

But as it appears by the Evidings of Lord 
© Robert Bertie, Lieutenant Colorel Smith, Capt. 
Gardiner, and other Officers of the Ship, who 


were near the Perſon of the Admiral, that they 
did not perceive any Back wardneſs in Bin during 


© the Action; or any Marks of Fear and Confu- 
* ſion, either Gon his Countenance or Behaviour, 
but that he ſeemed to give his Orders coolly and 
* diftinctly, and did not ſeem wanting in perſonal, 
Courage, and from other Circumitances, the 
© Court do not believe his Miſconduct aroſe cher 


from 
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Won Cowardice or Diſaffection, and therefore 


© do unanimouſly think it their Duty to recom- 
mend him as a proper Object of Mercy. 


The above Sentence was attended with the fol- 


lowing earneſt Repreſentation to the Right 
Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners for executing 


the Office of Lord High Admiral of Great 


Britain: . 


E the underwritten the Prefident and 
Members of the Court-Martial, aſſem- 
© bled for the Trial of Admiral Byng, believe it 
© is unneceſſary to inform your Lordſhips, that in 
this long Trial, we have done our utmoſt Endea- 
© yours to come at Truths, and to do the ſtricteſt 
© Juſtice to our Country and the Priſoner ; but 
© we cannot help laying the Diſtreſſes of our Minds 
© before your Lordſhips on this Occaſion, in find- 
ing ourſelves under a Neceflity of condemning 
© a Man to Death, from the great Severity of the 
Twelfth Article, Part of which he falls under, 
and which admits of no Mitigation, even if the 
Crime ſhould be committed by any Error in 
judgment only; and therefore for our Con- 


© ſciences Sakes, as well as in Juſtice to the Pri- 


< ſoner, we pray. your Lordſhips in the moſt ear- 
* neſt Manner to recommend him to his Majeſty's 
* Clemency, We are, 3 = 

5 . My Lords, &c. &c. 


Twelfth ARTIcLE of WAR, 13 of Charles II. 


L VERY Captain, and all other Officers, 
© {| |; Mariners, and Soldiers of every Ship, Fri- 


Th gate, or Veſſels of War, that ſhall in Time = 
T: © any | 


(a ] 


* any Fight or Engagement, withdraw or keep 


© back, or not come into the Fight, and engage 


and do his utmoſt to take, fire, kill, and enda- 
© mage the Enemy, Pirate, or Rebels, and aſſiſt 


© and relieve all, and every of his Majeſty's Ships, 
© ſhall for ſuch Offence of Cowardice or Diſaffec- 
© tion, be tried and ſuffer Pains of Death, or 
* other Puniſhment as the Circumſtances of the Of. 
* fence, and the Court-Martial ſhalt judge fit. 


The Twelfth ArTICLE, as it flands in the AS of 


the 22d of his preſent Majeſty. 


” VERY Perſon in the Fleet, who 1 | 


0 1 Cowardice, Negligence, or Diſaffection, 
© ſhall in Time of Action, withdraw or keep 
© back, or not come into the Fight or En- 
gagement, or ſhall not do his. utmoſt to take 
« or deſtroy every Ship which it ſhall be his Duty 
« to engage, and to aſſiſt and relieve all and every 


of his Majeſty's Ships, or ' thoſe of his Allies, 


« which it ſhall be his Duty to aſſiſt and relieve, 
every Perſon ſo offending, and being convicted 
thereof by the Sentence of a Court-Martial, 
_« ſhall ſuffer DEATH. 


The Words mark'd with Iralics in the firſt of 
the Articles, and the Words mark'd in the ſame 
Manner in the ſecond, ſeem to have occaſioned 
the Diſtreſs of Mind in the Court, in their Re- 
preſentation in Behalf of the Admiral, as above- 
mentioned. 


Thus have we ſeen Sentence of Death paſsd by 


the Court-Martial on this famous Offender ; but 
F they 
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the can proceed no further; for the executive 
Part is veſted in other Hands; as appears by the 
tolloming Clauſe, taken from the Act 22 Geo, II. 
which runs thus: 


ROM and after the. 2 th of 898 
x 1749, no Sentence of Death given by any 
© Court-Martial, held within the narrow Seas 
(except in Cafes of Mutiny) ſhall be executed till 
the Report of the Proceedings ſhall have been 
made to the Lord High Admiral, or the Com- 
miſſioners for executing the ſaid Office, and his 
© or their Directions ſhall have been given therein : 
And if the ſaid Court ſhall have been held beyond 
the narrow Seas, then ſuch Sentence of Death 
© ſhall not be executed but by Order of the Com- 
© mander of the Fleet or Squadron wherein Sen- 
© tence was paſſed; and where Sentence of Death 
© ſhall be paſſed e Squadron detached from any 
other Fleet or Squadron upon a ſeparate Service, 
* then ſuch Sentence (except in Caſes of Mutiny) 
* ſhall not be executed but by Order of the Com- 
© mander of the Fleet or Squadron, from which 
© {ach Detachment ſhall have been made, or of 
the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners for 
* executing the ſaid Office ; and where Sentence 
of Death (ball be paſſed in any Court held by 
© the ſenior Officer of five or more Ships which 
© ſhall happen to meet in foreign Parts; then ſuch 
© Sentence (except in Caſes of Mutiny) ſhall not 
© be executed but by Order of the Lord High 
© Admiral, or Commiſſioners for executing the 
© ſazd Office. 


When 


„„ 

When the Admiral was ordered into Court to 
receive his Sentence, he went with his Friend Mr. 
B, and in ſuch full Expectation of being 
acquitted, that they had agreed to dine together. 
When they came on Board the Sr. George, one of 
the Court-Martial beckon'd the Gentleman afide, 
and told him, That as he believed the Admiral ex- 
pected to be acquitted, he thought it might ſhock 

Wim leſs, to be acquainted before he went in, that 
his Sentence would be Death. On his Friend's 
coming back to him, and looking diſorder'd, the 
Admiral aſk'd hlm, with ſome Warmth, What 
<« js the Matter? Have they thrown a Slur upon 
© me?” * Sir, ſaid his Friend, it is worſe; your 
<« Sentence will be Death!” After a ſhort Pauſe, 
he anſwered, © Well, if my Death will appeaſe 
ce the Clamours of the People, in God's Name let 
« them have it.” 

The Admiral heard his Sentence pronounc'd 
great Compoſure; and as ſoon as it was finiſh'd, 
retir'd, without Reply,to his Confinement on Shore, 
Where a double Guard was ſet over him; but he 


was ſoon after remov'd on Board the Monargue, 


where he was confin'd under a Captain's Guard. 


The following Letters were ſent to the Secre- 
taries Office, who tranſmitted them to the Prefi- 


dent of the Court Martial at Portſmouth, The 
firſt was wrote in Engliſb by the celebrated M. 


Voltaire, and directed to Admiral Byng. The 
other the Tranſlation of a Letter in French from the 
Marſhal D. Richlieu, and ſent to M. Voltaire. 
But with what View they were. wrote is not eaſy 


2 to 
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to be conceived, Surely theſe Gentlemen muſt 


have very mean and unworthy Notions of Ergl:/h. 
Equity and Juſtice, to ſuppoſe that his Judges 
would condemn him, unleſs on the Feſtimony 
of unexceptionable Evidence; or that they were 
not as inclinable to acquit as to puniſh him. Or, 
rather, is is not a French Gaſconade, to magnify 
the Bravery of their Fleet, and banter the Exgliſo 
for their Folly and Temerity in pretending to coe 
with a Power ſo much their ſuperior ? In what- 
ever Light we view theſe Letters, we plainly diſco- 
ver the Impertinence and Inſult of their Writers. 
If the French were really victorious, as the Mar- 
ſhal has the Front to affirm, how came they to 


quit the Field of Battle, and not return to ſee what 


was become of their Enemy ? Or, for what other 
Reaſon, than their Miſbehaviour in the Engage- 
ment, did they break four of their Captains imme- 
diately on their Arrival at Marſeilles? But let the 
Reader judge for himſelf, after he has peruſed the 
two following Letters. PN 


Clux delices pres de Geneve. 
| 1 | | 6 
8 1 R, 


7 Hough I am almoſt unknown to you, T think is 


is my Duty to ſend you the Copy of the Letter 


Eo 


which I have juſt received from the Marſhal Duke 


of Richlicu : Honour, Humanity and Equity, or- 


der me to convey it into your Hands. This. noble 
and unexpected Teſtimony from one of the moſt can- 
did as well as the mot generous of my Countrymen, 

| makes 
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makes me preſume your Judges will do you the | fins 7 
Juſtice. 


To the Hon. 5 
J. BY NG, Eſg; VOLTAIRE, 


Iam with Reſpect, Sir, &c. 


Sin, 
7 Am very ſenſibly apt for Admiral B 


I do aſſure you whatever T have ſeen or heard of 
_ bim 2.2 him Honour. After having done all that 
Man could reaſonbly expetF from him, he ought not 
70 be cenſured for ſuffering a Defeat. When two 
Commanders contend for Victory, thaugh both are 
equally Men of Honour, yet one muſt nece arily be 
worſted, and there is nothing againſt Mr. Byng bat 
Bis being worſted ; for his whole Conduct was 2 
of an alle Seaman, and is juſtly worthy of Admira- 
tion. The Strength of the two Fleets was at leaſt 
equal; the Engliſh had thirteen Ships, and ue 
tuelve much hotter furniſhed and much cleaner. 
Fortune that preſides over all Battles, and eſpecially 
thoſe that are fought at Sea, was more de e 

| Zo us than to our Adverſaries, by ſending our Balls 

into their Ships with greater Execution. I am. 
1 A. and it is the general received Opinion, 

hat if the Engliſh had obſtinately continued the 

Engagement, 8 whole Fleet would have been 
deſtroyed. 

In ſhort, there can be 70 higher AGF of Injuſtice 
than what is now attempted againſt Admiral Byng, 
and all Men of Honour, pr all Gentlemen of the 
Army, are particularly intereſted i in the Event. 


RICHLIEU. 


J re- 


ES 3} 
I Received this original Letter from Marſhal D. 
Richlieu, the 1ſt of Fanuary 1757, in Wit- 

. neſs of which I have ſigned my Name, 


FVOLTAIRE. 


Being willing to clear up every Difficulty that 
may occur in the whole Extent of Mr. Byng's 
Caſe, and as he and his Friends have complained, 
that Juſtice has been denied him, by being refuſed 
the Liberty of ſending for a ſecond Liſt of Wit- 
neſſes, about a Month after he had applied for and 
obtained the firſt; it may be proper to ſhew the 
Nature of his Requeſt in his own Words, in his 
Letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty ; together 
with ſome Remarks that have been made upon it. 


SIR, is 
7 Have received your Letter of the 14th Inſtant, 
informing me that his Majeſty's Ship Colcheſter, 
zs 0n her Return Home with the Witneſſes deſired by 
my Letter of the tb of Auguſt laſt, and cannot help 
expreſſing Surprize at their Lordſbips not having 
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thought proper, ſooner, nor even new to take Notice 


of my Letter, dated the 14th of September, wherein, 
in Anſwer to yours of the gth, I gave farther ex- 
planatory Reaſons for requeſting and claiming necej- 


fary Evidences, a Liſt of whom I ſent with my 


Letter of the 6th of the ſame Month, 

My Caſe is very ſufficiently bard, if indulged 
with every legal Advantage; for I have too much 
Reaſon to believe my Proſecution is carried on by 


Perſons 
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Perſons, too powerful for me to contend againſt, 
whoſe Influence muſt add great Weight to their Ac- 
cuſations againſt me, In ſuch a Situation, their 
 Lordſhips will forgive my inſiſting upon the Right 
of every common Subject, and that I may not be de- 

prived of the Aſſiſtance of a ſingle Witneſs that IJ 
think neceſſary for my Defence. It may perhaps be 
attended with Inconveniencies (as is alledged to put 
off my Trial;) but no Inconventence can 2 the 
Cruelty and Injuſtice in bringing a Man to his Trial 
upon Life and Death, who 1s denied the common 
Means of Defence; nor ſhould their Lordſhips be 
much ſurprized that I made this Requeſt no earlier 
than the 6th of September, for if they conſider 
my Situation, when I gave in my firſs Liſt under 
cloſe Confinement, without the Opportunity of con- 
ſulting Friends or Council, and almoſt ignorant of 
the Charge againſt me, they will rather wonder I 
was able at that Functure, to do ſo much, than 
that I did no more. : 
If their Lordſhips had thought proper to curtail 
the Liſt of Evidence, for any Reaſons whatſoever, 
which I preſume they bave no Right to do; yet if 
my Charge regards my perſonal Conduct, ſurely they 
cannot with any Appearance of Juſtice or Impar- 
tiality deny me thoſe Witneſſes from the Ramillies, 
who were ſo near Eye-Mitneſſes to my Conduct: J 
cannot withdraw my Claim to them; and therefore 
again ſend you annexed to this, the Lift of Witneſſes 
wherein thoſe who were on Board the Ramillies are 
particularly diſtinguiſhed, 
1 muſt alſo repeat again, that a Trial without 
the neceſſary Mitneſſes, cannot be deemed an Act of 


Fuſticez 
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Juſtice, but an Act of over-bearing Power, and, 


as ſuch, proteſt againſt it. 


I cannot be ſuppoſed, that a Perſon confined, op- 
Preſſed and calumniated, as I am, can poſſibly be 
defirous of poſtponing his Trial; but I muſt continue 
fo defire to infiſt upon what ] have a natural and 
legal Right to, JusTiCE, and as an Eſſential to it, 
the Witneſſes neceſſary to my Defence. | 

F muſt defire your Anſwer, fignifying their Lord. 
Ships Intentions, and am, Sir, | 


Your humble Servan t, 
1 


Upon which Letter, a Writer in the Gentle- 
mans Magazine makes this Obſervation, too ma- 
terial, he ſays, to be omitted, as it is a ſufficient 
Anſwer to the principal Grievance complained of 
by Mr. Byng and his Advocates, I mean, the De- 
nial of the ſecond Liſt of Evidence, eſpecially 
thoſe Witneſſes from the Ramillies, who were ſo near 


ye-Witneſſes to bis Conduct, which be declared 


could not be denied him with any Appearance of 
Juſtice or Impartiality, and to which he could not 
withdraw his Claim. If after this, on the Arrival 
of the Ramillies at Portſmouth, during Mr. Byng's 
Trial, when the Preſident of the Court Martial 


acquainted him, that he might call any Witneſſes 
on board her, it appears, as I am aſſured, that he 


declined doing it, with what View can one ima- 
gine this Application was made, and. what becomes 
of the Invectives founded on the Refuſal? 


As 


(an) 

Various are the Arguments that have been offer- 
ed to vindicate the Admiral's Conduct on this me- 
morable Occaſion; and it mult be allowed, they 
are very plauſible. The Witneſſes in general ac- 

uitted him of Delay, ſrom his Departure from 
St. Helen's till he came before Mahon. His Pre- 
cautions in ſending three Frigates a- head to recon- 
noitre the Harbour, and his calling them off on 
the Appearance of the Enemy, ſeems founded on 
Reaſon. It muſt likewiſe be allowed, that his 
diſembarking his Soldiers for the Reinforcement of 


the Garriſon, before the Battle, would have been 


impolitick, as it would have weakened his F leet, 
and made him leſs capable of encountering the Ene- 
my. Nor is it leſs certain, that the few Land 
Forces he had on Board were inlufficient to ſave 
the Citadel, much leſs the Ifland. All this 1s 
granted : But let it be obſerved too, that the Ad- 
miral will never be made to ſuffer for that which 
was not in his Power to perform ; and indeed his 
Advocates have not ſo much as touched upon the 
principal Part of the Charge againſt him, and of 
which he was found Guilty; namely, that he "0 
not do his utmoſt to relieve St. Philip's Caitle 
that during the Engagement, he did not do wh 
utmoſt to take, ſeize, and deſtroy the Enemy's 
Ships ; nor did affiſt his Majeſty's Ships in the 
Action, as he ought to have done. 


Now, though it might be prudent in the Ad- 


miral not to weaken his Fleet, by ſending away 
his Soldiers and Marines, for Relicf of the | Garri- 
ſon, before the Engagement, yet what hinde ed 


him 
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him afterwards, when the French fled, and did 


not return to renew the Fight in four Days that he 
Raid there. That a Deſcent was practicable, was 


ſufficiently proved by Lord Blakeney and Mr. 


Boyd. But not a Word of this in his Defence. 


That he did not do his utmoſt to take, ſeize, 
and deſtroy the Enemy's Ships, is proved by the 
concurring Evidence of moſt of the Captains in 


the Fleet, who almoſt unanimouſly agree, that if 


he had ſet up more Sail, he might as eaſily have 
gone down to the Enemy as did the Van. Why 
then did he not? Why did he throw his Sails 
a-back, and thereby ſtop his going down ? Be- 
cauſe, ſay his Advocates, he was then engaged 
with ſome French Ships. Yet Capt. Young, Capt. 
Cornwall, Capt. Ward, and others were of Opini- 
ons, that had the Admiral gone down with his 
Diviſion, he would not only have prevented the 
Damage that was done the Van by the ſuperior Fire 
of the Enemy, but in all Probability would have 
gained a complete Victory. 

Nor did he aſſiſt his Majeſty's Ships in 
Diſtreſs, as it was his Duty to have done. This 
was the Caſe of the Intrepid, who, had ſhe not 
been relieved by Capt. Cornwall, muſt, in all 
Likelihood, have gone to the Bottom, or been 
taken by the Enemy ; for no Signal was made by 
the Admiral, for removing her out of the Line, or 


for any other Ship to go to her Aſſiſtance. 


From hence it appears, that the Condemnation 


of the Admiral was founded upon good Proof and 
ſufficient Reaſcns. And though the Court acquit- 


ted 


E _ 
ted him of Cowardice and Diſaffection, yet his 
Neglects were ſuch a notorious Breach of the. 12th 
Article of War, that it ſeemed not 1n their Power, 
unleſs they would ſhut their Eyes againſt the clear- 
eſt Evidence, to paſs any other Sentence upon him 
than what they did. 


As many of our Readers may be unacquainted 
with the Signals made by the Admiral in an En- 
gagement, as Directions for the reſt of the Fleet, 
_ and as many of thoſe Signals are mentioned in 
the foregoing Trial, the Deſign and Meaning of 
which is not commonly underſtood, we have here 
ſabjoin'd a Liſt of thoſe that are uſed on ſuch. 
Occaſions, with their Explanations, the better to 
comprehend the Variety of Motions in that Action. 


S1GNALS for managing à SEA-FIGHT, 


HEN the Admiral would have the 
Fleet formed in a Line of Battle, one 
ſhip a-head of another, he hoiſts a Flag at the 
Union Peck, and fires a Gun ; and every Flag- 
ſhip does the like. But when they are to 
form a Line of Battle, one a-breaſt of another, 
he hoiſts a Pendant with the Union, &c. When 
he would have the Admiral of the White, or 
he that commands in the ſecond Poſt, to lack, 
and endeavour to gain the Wind of the Ene- 
my, he ſpreads a white Flag under the Flag a 
the main Head, and fires a Gun; and when he 
would have the Vice-Admiral of the Blue do ſo, 
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he doth the ſame with the blue Flag. If he would 
have Vice-Admiral of the Red do ſo, he ſpreads 
a red Flag from the Cap, on the Fore top-maſt 
Head, downward on the Back-ſtay ; if the Vice- 

Admiral of the Blue, he ſpeads a blue Flag, &c. 
_ fires a Gun. If he would have the Rear- 
Admiral of the Red do ſo, he hoiſts a red Flag 
at the Flag ſtaff, at the Mizen-top-maſt Head; 
if the Rear-Admiral of the White, a white Flag ; 
if the Rear-Admiral of the Blue, blue Flag, and 
under it a Pendant of the fame Colour, with a 
Gun. If he be to Leeward of the Fleet, or any 
part of it, and he would have them bear down 
upon his Wake or Grain; he hoiſts, a blue Flag 
at the Mizen-peek, and fires a Gun, If he 
would be to Leeward of the Enemy and his Fleet, 
or any part of it be to Leeward of him; in 
order to bring theſe ſhips into the Line, he bears 
down with a blue Flag at the Mizen-peek un- 
der the Union Flag (which is the Signal for Bat- 
tle) and fires a Gun; and then thoſe Ships, that 
are to Leeward of him, muſt endeavour to get 
into his Wake or Grain, according to their Station 
in the Line of Battle, When the Fleet is fail- 
ing before the Wind, and he would have him, 
who commands 1n the ſecond Poſt, and the Shi 
of the Starboard-Quarter, to clap by the Wind, 
and come to the Starboard-Tack, he hoiſts a red 
Flag at the Mizen-topmaſt Head ; but a blue one, 
if he would have Ships of the Larboard- Quarter, 
come to the Larboard-Tack, with a Gun. If the 
Van are to tack firſt, he ſpreads his Union Flag 


at 


- . 
at the Flag-Staff, on the Fore-topmaſt Head, and 
fire a Gun, if the red Flag is not abroad; but if 
it be, then he lowers the Fore-top Sails a little; 
and the Union Flag is ſpread from the Cap of the 
Fore-topmaſt downwards; and every Flag Ship 
tha ſame. If the Rear be to tack firſt, he hoiſts 
the Union Flag on the Flag-Staff, at the Mizen- 
top-maſt Head, and fires a Gun; and all the Flag 
Ships muſt do the fame. If all the Flagſhips are 
to come into his Water or Grain, he then hoiſts 
a red Flag at his Mizen-Peek, and fires a Gun. 
If he would have him that commands in the 
ſecond Poſt of his Squadron to make more Sail 
(tho' he himſelf ſhorten Sail) he hoiſts a white 
Flag on the Enſign-Staff, But if he that com- 
mands in the third Poſt, he hoiſts a blue Flag, 
and fires a Gun, and all the Flag Ships muſt make 
the ſame Signal. Whenever he hoiſts a Red Flag 
on the Flag-Staff at the Fore-top-maſt-head, and 
fires a Gun, every Ship in the Fleet muſt uſe 
their utmoſt endeavours to engage the Enemy, in 
the Order preſcribed them. When he hoiſts a 
white Flag at bis Mizen-Peek, and fires a Gun, 
then all the ſmall Frigates of his Squadron, that 
are not of the Line of Battle, are to come under 
the Stern. If the Fleet be failing by a Wind in 
the Line of Battle, and the Admiral would have 
them brace their Head-Sails to the Maſt, he hoiſts 
up a yellow Flag on the Flag-Staff, at the Mizen- 
_ top-maſt-head, and fires a Gun, which the Flag- 
Ships are to anſwer; then the Ships in the Rear 
mult brace firſt. After this, if he would _ 
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them fall their Head-Sails, and ſtand on, he hoiſts 
a yellow Flag on the Flag-Staff on the Fore-top- 
maft Head, and fires a Gun; which the Flag- 
Ships muſt anſwer, and then the Ships in the 
Van muſt fall firſt, and ſtand on. If, when the 
Signal is made, the red Flag at the Fore-top-maſt 
Head be abroad, he fpreads the yellow Flag under 
the red. If the Fleets being near one another, 
the Admiral would have all the Ships tack toge- 
ther, the fooner to lie in a poſture to attack the 
Enemy, he hoiſts an Union Flag on the Flag- 
Staves at the Fore and Mizen-top-maſt Head, 
and fires a Gun; and all the Flag-Ships are to do 
the fame. 'The Fleet being in a Line of Battle, if 
he would have the Ship that leads the Van, hoiſt, 
lower, fet, or hawl up any of his Sails, he ſpreads 
a yellow Flag, under that at his Main-top-maſt 
Head, and fires a Gun ; which Signal the Flag- 
Ships are to anfwer; and then the Admiral will 
Hoſt, lower, ſet, or hawl up the Sail, which 
he would have the Ship that leads the Van, do; 
which is to be anſwer'd by the Flag-Ships of the 
Fleet. When the Enemies run, and he would 
have the whole Fleet follow, he makes all the 
Sail he can after them himſelf, takes down the 
Signal for the Line of Battle, and fires two Guns 
out of his Fore-Chaſe, which the Flag-Ships 
anſwer, and then every Ship is to endeavour to 
come up with, and board the Enemy. When he 
would have the Chaſe given over, he hoiſts a 
white Flag at the Fore-top-maſt Head, and fires 
a Gun. If he would have the Red Squadron 
| draw 
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draw into a Line of Battle, one a-breaſt of ano- 
ther, he puts abroad a Flag, ſtriped red and 
white, on the Flag-Staff at the Main-top-maſt 
Head, with a Pendant under it, and fires a Gun. 
If the White, or ſecond Squadron, is to do ſo, 
the Flag is ſtriped red, white and blue. If the 
Blue, or third Squadron, is to do ſo, the Flag is 
a Genoeſe Enſign and Pendant: But if they are 
to draw into a Line of Battle, one a-head of 
another, the ſame Signals are made without a 
Pendant. If they are to draw into a Line, one 
a- ſtern of another, with a large Wind, and he 
would have the Leaders go with the Star- 
board Tacks, a-board by the Wind he hoiſts, 
a red and white Flag at the Mizen-Peek, and 
fires a Gun; but if they ſhould go with the 
Larboard Tacks a-board, by the Wind, he hoiſts 
a Genoeſe Flag at the ſame Place, which Signals, 
like others, are anſwered by the Flag-Ships. 
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